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fied to judge of the wisdom of the measures which had been
taken.

Whilst, however, he was desirous to restrain the House of
Commons within what he considered to be its proper bounds,
His feelings he had the very highest idea of its utility to the
^theHoule State. Whenever occasion offered, it was Bacon's
of Commons, voice which was always among the first to be raised
for the calling of a Parliament. It was there alone that the
complaints of the nation would make themselves fully heard,
and that an opportunity was offered'to the Government, by the
initiation of well-considered remedial legislation, to maintain
that harmony which ought always to exist between the nation
and its rulers.

Englishmen do not need to be told that this theory of
Bacon's was radically false ; not merely because James was .
His mis- exceptionally unworthy to fill the position which
takes. he occupied, but because it omitted to take into
account certain considerations which render it false for all
times and for all places, excepting where no considerable part
of the population of a country are raised above a very low level
of civilisation. He left out of his calculation, on the one
hand, the inevitable tendencies to misgovernment which beset
all bodies of men who are possessed of irresponsible power ;
and, on the other hand, the elevating operation of the possession
of political influence upon ordinary men, who, at first sight,
seem unworthy of exercising it.

We can hardly wonder, indeed, that Bacon should not have
seen what we have no difficulty in seeing. That Government
Causes of owes ^ts stability to the instability of the ministers
them.           Wh0j from time ^0 time, execute its functions, is a

truth which, however familiar to us, would have seemed the
wildest of paradoxes to the contemporaries of Bacon. That
the' House of Commons would grow in political wisdom and
in power of self-restraint when the executive Government was
constrained to give account to it of all its actions, would have
seemed to them a prognostication only fit to come out of the
mouth of a madman. That the strength of each of the
political bodies known to the constitution would grow, not by
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